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Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Bill Marmion 

PROJECT SEA DRAGON 

626. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for State Development: 
Can the minister please provide the house with an update on Project Sea Dragon? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I would be delighted, member for Geraldton. The member for Geraldton comes from an area that has a strong 
fishing base. It is a great pleasure to highlight to the house another very important project that will diversify and 
broaden the economic base of Western Australia, with a particular focus on the Kimberley. The Seafarms Group 
Project Sea Dragon is a potential $1.8 billion investment into the north west of Western Australia and across into 
Darwin. The plan is for 120 jobs initially, expanding up to 700 jobs, so it is a major investment in 
Western Australia—indeed, in the Kimberley. The project will involve a number of towns in Western Australia. 
The actual quarantine and founder stock facility will be located in Exmouth. Some more breeding stock will be 
located in Darwin. The primary hatchery will be just across the border from Kununurra at a station called 
Legune, where the tiger prawns will be grown. They will then be transported to the feed mill and processing 
plant in Kununurra, broadening the base of Kununurra from not only agriculture, but also to aquaculture, and 
then it will be exported through Wyndham. Potentially, there will be 700 jobs in that area in the Kimberley and 
also in Exmouth and the Pilbara. It is expected that Seafarms will produce 100 000 tonnes of tiger prawns and 
export those to the Asian market. We are very well placed for that. All members in this house know how well we 
are positioned to export to the Asian region. 
The Department of State Development has given this major project status. Hopefully, the investment decision for 
this very important project for the Kimberley will be made by the end of 2016. It is just another project that the 
Liberal–National government is supporting to diversify and broaden the state’s economic base and create jobs 
for Western Australians. 
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